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STIR, 
I Could have eaſily ſate down contented with the good Reception 


of 


this Performance found. upon the place ; nor am I ignorant how 
impolitick it # to puſh,on. too far upon the Flatteries of an an batty 


beginning ; but as your Command: alone drew me from private Sta- 
tion, ſo. they have prevaled with me to be yet more oN lick. Sed a 
| thing prove worthy of blame in this Attempt, 2 fo 
in 4 great meaſure anſwerable for it, with t G - who 
A.» would not be denied, and indeed whoſe peers RR merited thai 
| and a greater Obedience. 


I confeſs it i ſomething uneaſie to think expoſed to the Cen. 
ſures of Men, KO pig aebobory ebony, ſhould be. But 
| let them be what they will, I ought to JO on ng ſome hazard ; 
| and for once will try rhe Ing + race 5 harobd ws & 
bere ſaid may benefit ſome part 

Not being converſant in Moders Writ ;, der bY dee fab 
thing here but what ſome others have better before me. 

know where, they bave my leave to repair thither, and LL for 
a Bleſſing Tr Applications. I would not willongh acceſſary to 
any man's lofi of time and diſappointment. But I bw obo will alow 
me 4 —_— among ears; ler Reading and Attainment». _— I 
aſſure you, Sir, there are thoſe m the World to whons the things here 

{poken are new, \and forwe.of thim ſuch as pretend to converſe —_ 
of Books, and from whom one might expe# other ys 

| would be at @ ftand, anands pin >. | a. 

fettly new, the Adtions of the World being little elſe but a ſeries of 


Reperitions 


Aa I never 


I never had thiV aging t2 whink of  p ; 0n the contrary, 
I certainly reckin upon it that I ſhall di ſome. Perhaps too the 
fault wif be on their fide, which I pray Golto fargitethem. If ngny 
ſhall eſre to teiingph in'my I8fitmities, I ſþaf prevent them (n A, 4 
neur of the Diſcovery, being alway ready 'to "make a large confeſſion of 
them. But if an boneft Intention may make amends, let them know that 
I am a great lover of Mankind, and when I pleaſe them leaft, I deſire 
to do them gcod. God' grant thu Performance may aitain that end, 
and 1 bave mine. _ : 

That thoſe who pr6 thilled 1\Goegichy ray #as thinks. themſelves neg. 
letted, I will a one thing to thim. Perhaps foe things may (eem 
r0 be browg bt into thu Diſcourſe impertinently. It may be weceſſary there- 
fore to tell them, That my Text was not only thoſe few words of the 
Prophet prefixt to the Sermon, but the temper of the World & it fell 9y- 
der my Obſervation. And if they think 1 ought . not to have accommy- 
dated my thoughts to it, it may be ſufficient to tell them, that I am of 
ef md, and if in an Error, not paſt all hopes "of being made 

of it. | | 

Joſh I beg your Pardou if I hawe done you any diſhonour in thu De- 
dication, and ſhall take thu Occafion publickly co acknowledge my Obli- 

ation to your ſelf and Relations, to whom I owe the Opportunities which 
| of ſervmg the Church of God. That you may continue immove- 
able in the love which I know jou bave to our fabliſhed Church, and 
Jour largeneſs of Soul towards all good Chriſtians ; That you may ſtill 
become your Honourable Station, and find returns of all in thu and anc- 
ther World, s tbe bearty Prayer of, | 


SIR, 


Your Moft Humble and Moſt 
Obliged Servant, 


STEPHEN: THORNTON. 


Amos V. xv. 


Hate the evil, and love the good, and eſta= 
bliſh Fudgment in the gate : it may be 
that the Lord God of Hoſts will be gra= 
cious unto the Remnant of. Johiph 


Y the Complaints that:make fo confidera- 

ble a part of this Prophecy we underſtand, 

That the Kingdom of the Ten Tribes was 

at this time fallen into great Corruptions of Re-, 
ligion and Civil Tuſtice.. Far as if 'it had been 
bur a light thing co,walk in the ways of Fero- 
boam the Son of Nebat, who had taught them to 
ſia, they had mulciplied their Impieties, and 
made the Abominations of Gilgal and Beerſheha 
as Famous as thole of Dan and Bethel, wer. 5. 
The bitterne(s of their Judgment, their ExaQi- 
ons upon the Poor, the Afﬀidtion of the Righ- 
teous, and taking Bribes, make up. the reſt of 
their CharaCter jo this Chapter, to ſuch a, ſu- 
{penſion of Juſtice, that it was become a pru- 
dent thing to keep lilence, wer. 13- 'rather than * 
to be waſted with delays, to. dillemble an Jn» '+ 


- jury, 


+ 


F231 

jury, rather than ſuffer a greater in form of Law. 
- All then feem to be ftlent but their fins, and 
the Prophet, who diſcharges his Office at that 
rate, that the Land was not able ta bear bis words, 
Chap. 7. 10. Indeed the Land was nor in caſe 
ro bear much ſearching, - and the Man 
fund: by bis: Reception, . that he had not: much 
changed his Employment, when the Lord took, 
bim from among the Herdſmen ta make him a Pro- 
phet, wer. 14. but had now as fſenſelefs Crea- 
tures to deal with as thoſe he had fed in the 
Fields of Tekoe.-''Yet no fear of difturbmg the 
Land, which deſired. to be left in a quiet Apo- 
Racy, nor any conſtruftion of diſreſpect to the 
King's Conrt and Chappel, wer. 13. can make 
kim ſuppreſs a- Divine Meſſage, but he fills 
them with Reproofs, Lamentations, and Warn- 
ings of approaching Judgment, and ſometimes 
clears up into a milder Exhortation with Propo=- 
fictions of Mercy ; of which latter fort is the 
Fext now ander confideration, Hate the evil, 
and bye the good, Rc. 

Theſe words, Hate the evil, and love the good, 
are in themſelves of a large ſignification, but 
conipared with the' 6th. and x 4th. Verſes, and 
the occafibn of the Diſcourſe, they ſeem ca- 
pable of this limited ſenſe, iz. Be Religious. 
' To eftabliſh Fudgment in the Gate, is to admi- 

S | niſter 


\ "4 
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| J 
miſter Publick Juſtice, | which. in thoſe Times 
and Countries was done at the Gates of Cities. 
By Joſeph he underſtands the Ten Tribes, which 
it ſeems the Syrian Wars and other Calamities 
had now reduced to a Remnant. And 
Particle 2% it may be, imports no diftruſt 
God's Mercy ( for never any one ſo perſwades 
Repentance ), bur is an artificial propounding 
of a Difficulty, to heighten and warm their 
Applications. 

I ſhall enlarge the ſenſe of che Prophet into 
this' general Propofition 3 That - befide the -com- 
mon Obligations 19 Religion and Fuſtice, there is 
that of the greateſt Intereſt we bave in the World, 
viz. 'The Eftabliſhment of a Nation in the' favonr 
of Got, and ſecuring the Publick Huppinef, - © 

[ begin with Relagton,' and” thall” firſt conf7- 
der the common Obligations eo it 3/ then that 
of National Intereſt ; and laſtly, a Modern Pre- 
judice agannlt Te. 23/g10q 1963 LOUORIY 

Fir#, Common Obhigations' to Religion 
are, 

1. It's Authority. This is that ſhort way of 
Satisfaction ſo much in eſteem with ſome of 
the Philoſophers, who faved 'them(elves the la- 
bour of Reaſoning by the Authority of their 
Maſters. And what is this ſeeting up Men for 
Gods, but worlhpping Frror and Impertinence ? 
B 2 Bur 


4 
But if. the Authority be truly Divine, it ſelf is 
the higheſt Reaſon. + Now that the Religion 
which we \prbieſs has ſuch an Authority, was 
demonſtrated by thoſe Perſons who were entru- 
ſted with the propagation of ic in the World, 
net by the' pretence of ſecret Conferences with 
Nymphs, or relort to.. far diſtant Oracles ( as/ih 
the known Stories of Numa and Lycurgns ) , 
bat by the aCtive Preſence of a Divine Power 
with them in their Miniſtry, and by a Conduct 
that might clear:their Sincericy to Mankind. | It 
would. be too much to fend thoſe that deny this 
{o many Ages backward (they are commonly too 
weak and lazy to travel fo far after an Argu- 
ment”) ; let them. then but look about them at 
the Progreſs that this Religion has made in the. 
World, | and 'give'a tolerable account how all 
this could come to paſs without ſuch a Divine 
Power. None ſpeak more of the dulneſs and un- 
politeneſs of the Apoſtles than they. With what 
a ſpiteful ſort of ' ſatisfaQtion are the CharaGers 
of the ſame Vertue in Seneca admired, in St. Paul 
_ blaſphemed ? How have ſome Heathen Writers 
in their judgment for fineneſs of Wit and Ex- 
preſſion out-done+the Teachers of Chriſtianity ? 
Caſt-into this Account all the Contempts the 
Corinthians treated their Apoſtle with (ths the 
moſt learned of them all, ) bis preſence weak, 


( per- 


5 

( perhaps homo tricubitalis ) his fpeech contemptible, 
without any graces of Oratory, 2 Cor. 10:19, Al- 
low all their little Witriciſms upon the Apoſties 
mean Accompliſhments and way of Life. - And 
what does all this come to, but that it proves them 
alliſted wich a Divine Power ? Tis true, Tully and 
Seneca, &nc. ſpoke fine things concerning Verttte 
and Felicity, but who ever heard of their Conver- 
fions in the World? A Fiſherman, under the pre- 
judice of Drunkenneſs, with a plain inartificial 
ſpeech, brings in 3000 Souls, AGs 2. A Tent- 
maker ventures to Preach at Athens, the” Seat 'of 
Learning 3, and the Mechanick finds Profelytes-a- 
mong the Philoſophers, As 17. Look into the 
preſent ſtate of the World, and where-evetere 
1s Learning and Civility,the Writings of theſe” Mey 
are kept, are reverenced, are conſulted as Oracley, - 
Never was Philoſophy, Wit, all Science ſo far ad- 
vanced ; and yet the wiſeſt and moſt accompliſh'd 
of the Age grow old in ſtudying theſe Apoſtles,nos : 
has all Tully ſo much Comment as one Paragraph® 
of the Tent-maker., _ It will be hard to perſwade 

any con{idering Man, that all this could proceed 

from Men of their Figure without the help of a 

Divine Power. ' St. Paul acknowledges that this 

treaſure was put into earthen weſſels, and makes ad- 

vantage of it in favour of the Goſpel, that the ex- 

cellency of the power might be of God, and not of 
men, 


Th 


men, 2 Cor. 4. 7. We mnſt then confeſs a Miracle 
on one hand; for eicher thoſe attributed to the A- 
oftles are true, or elſe the ſucceſs of Chriftianity 
will it ſelf be the greateſt Miracle that ever was 
In the World. And take which ſide you will, it 
proves the Divine Authority of our Religion. 

2. The Nature of the things it propounds, which 
are of the greateſt Conſequence to us imaginable. 
The higheſt Enquiry of onr Life is after Bleffed- 

De Bleib, & 5. — id of bo neſs, and this Chriſtian Philo. 
eek” Spine Ronde hoes fophy kindly offers ns her Hand 


turd undique perſefti, &c. in rhe Search. Cicero ( whom 


— Omnes ſapientes effe bea- 
tos, ſed tamen fitri + fit | mention for a Pattern ) has a 


CT NTS whole Treatiſe of Beatitude , 
whdeio beſide ſome Learning in ſorting the Opi- 
ntons of the Ancients, we find little of any thing 
poſitively aſſerted, but That our ſupream Good is to 
live according to perfe Nature, and that all Wiſe 
Mert are happy, but in ſeweral degrees. This goes a 
ve way toward a Confeſſion Thac Beatirude is to 

e expected in ſome ather ſtate. But indeed here- 
iN Was ke weakneſs of that Philoſophy , that it 
ſti] Teft Men upon the Contines of Felicity. 

But a moderate Proficient in revealed Religion 
knows more than a whole Age ot Philoſophers. 
From whar cauſe proceed the Miſeries that vex 
and embitter Humane Life, what allays may be 


given to them here, what CorreCtions of Nature, 
what 


7 
what approaches ta be made to the Divine and Q« 
rigipal Life z That our Souls are. immortal, and 
ſhall ſabliſt in another ſtate, wherein they ſhall. 
better know what belongs to Felicity ; Whac Ma- 
nifeſtations the Supream Being has made of himſelf 
and his Love eo the World, how. to underſtand 
and ſubmit ta his Pranidences, and make uſe of all 
the parts of Life ; what hope we have of Merey; 
and what alliſtance of a Divine Grace ; by what 
Duties we may pleaſe and enjoy our Creator ; theſe 
are Propoſitions of our Religion. And how wor- 
thy are theſe ro employ our moſ}. {erious: Confide- 
rations? It is only in ſuch that our Minds are 
match'd with an Objzet. What was Heavenly in 
them expires while they mingle too freely wich 
the Duſt. Let our thoughts then aciſe and foar to 
the utmoſt reaches'of qur Nature, and Tet us di- 
ſtinguiſh one ſelves from the Brutes, leaving them 
their own Enjoyments. Nothing but Religion-cam 
ſuthciencly vindicate us from being pare of chew 
Herd. 1 

3: [cs Realonablenels, This zoyned to its Auchar 
rity is woadertully obliging, without which thax 
might ſeem Tyranny over che Soul; bur this brings 
the engagement of Love. Now Religion i is Ratio- 
nal as to Points of Faith. That God is, is as certain 
as that there is a World, as that there is a Cauſe 
wiich it (elf is noc allo the Effe& of fomething 
elſe. 


[8] 

elſe. He that knows his own frame, finds a great 
many ſteps of a Divine Wiſdom that has been 
there. Reaſon it ſelf is one of the greateſt Won- 
ders, and its own Argument of. a God. The great 
choughts of a Soul ſhew a great Original, and it 
can conceive no lef(s of its Powers, but that there 
1s a Being who has them in perſe&tion. Ic (elf is a 
little Deity governing its own World, which muſt 
needs facilitate the beliet of ſomething parallel in 
the Univerle. 

And as it is evident from Reaſon that God x, fo 
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him, Heb 1 1.6. and conſequently that there is a 
future ſtare. And the we were not agreed upon 
Revelation as to the neceſlity of a Redeemer, it 
would be no irrational Belief. We can't but con- 
fels the Debt of a perfe&t Obedience to our Crea- 
cor, and yet all find a ſtrange Iniquity in their Na- 
tures ( which God placed not there, and therefore 
is not bound to make allowances for ) which ſtains 
the beſt Life and the cleareſt Duties. The Sacrifices 
of all Nations have been a kind of Confeſlion 
that this needed Blood. And indeed it on one 
hand we conſider Sin in all its horrors, and on the 
other the Purity and Juſtice of God, wg may as 
ſoon bring Antipathies together as God dnd Ma!) 
withour a Mediator. The Afflidtions of this Lite, 
_ were they evenly diſtributed, would be far from 


clearing 


| 816) 
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9, 
aur Accounts with T Divine Juſtice ; but in, 
Fay y are not fo, therefore cannot be relied 
UPpenR as Yarifations And whatever ſome may 
think: of the vertues of a true Repentance, come 
to matter of Fad, and there is none ſo true, but; 
if it ſtand alone, it ſelf is a thing to be repeuted 
of, needs a Sacrifice, and leads to a Redeemer. 
"The other parts of Faith, which are a train of 
Propoſitions from thele two, There is one God, and 
One Mediator between God and Man, 1 Tim. «245, "will 
be Rational becaule they. are 19. And | knpw n 
why we ſhould dn nf bh that way, of Praking O 
That the M ſyſfteries of #hys Religion are rational 
ſince this cangor be denied of things above Reajo *y 
ſo chey are wr Dy rg jo which whoeyer af; 


bro kai "po na af ;an , nlieg 

mpreh Gr Hy ral 

pal., And, peringy ee bh 

above wp ig, be = oo \ MAY . hy ber 1q 
much Secrets .co.us 4p apoth __ when ws ol hn 

vl rs, 

| 


as we are knowy, 1 Car. <4 34.4.3), Fg 
now. mo lame NabEs ryralone i 

\ The Afteue, part of. aur; Belg 
our Saviour ta. the eXLrc1 $ 


BE A ha 


Shan nm Rs : * 


[ "] 
makes us like God, and admits ns into his Fa- 
vour, which employs and advances our diviner 
part, and renders us profitable in the World; 
then nothing can be more Rational than Religion. 
Thus have I conſidered ſome of the common Ob- 
ligations to Religion, 
Secondly, I ſhall urge the Obligation of Natio- 
nal Intereſt. f 
I call this our greateſt Intereſt, and indeed it 
is little to none but thoſe whoſe Souls are ſuch. 
Other Creatures have a Principle that direfs them 
to preſerve their own Being, but Man'is Co 
Aſſes, capable of a Publick Care. 'Nay, we might 
conſider the Community ſo too, a Great Animal, 
whereof we are all parts, living by one common 
Soul. And as,it is ynnatural that oze of 'rbe Memi- 
bers ſhould rejoyce whilſt the reſt ſuffer, 2 Cor. 11. 
26; ſo in this great Body none ſhould have a 
Felicity by himſelf. '*Tis monſtrous that the Cafe 
of the whole ſhould not be the Caſe of particn- 
lars. ' By this our private Reſpetts are to be tried. 
The love of ' Parents in compariſon with that 'of 
our Connery ſcarce deſerves the name of Verrue ; 
nor our fondneſs of ' Princes , . but as they are a 
Common Good; orherwife it is but a private Re- 
ſpeR, ro'fay no worſe of it, © I believe it is our 


it: It is hard to think o 


ty to love our ws above” any one part of 


his and'not be a Title | 


warm 


LY 
warm againſt an unnatural Generation amongſt 
us that would fell us We have many that ſpeak 
half Aſhdod, enough to make it queſtioned 'whe- 
ther they had Engliſh Fathers. ' But I will leave 
them to other hands to be treated ſuitably to their 
Merits, and ſhew. how Religion ſerves this Intereſt: / 

1. By a Natural Influence, inaſmuch as it wekes 


good Citizens. Fear might indeed bring Men' into 


Society, but there muſt be ſome other Principle 
to keep them together. That makes them a great 
heap of People, but Love cements and unites them. 
Without this, Society is but a more fly ſtate of 
War, and Compadts are but Snares to them that 
hold them Sacred. Now whatever tends to Sertle- 
ment, as Juſtice, Sobriety, Contenement, love, off 
Peace and Common Good, is the Difate of Reli- 
gion, whoſe Kingdom is-in the Minds and Aﬀeci-, * 
ons of Men, and makes them not only a Society, 
but Sociable. A People is ſecure under Governours 
that fear God. of. good Laws, and thoſe in good 
hands; that they, ſhall enjoy their Labours, and 
find the Protedion, they , pay for. They would 
know their meaning -un their Solemn Proteſlions,, 


and not -fear their having lncereſts diſtin frog: "*Y 


their People. - On the other hand, a Prince doeg)- * 
not find that Service from his own Laws as from; 
Religion. Obedience from an inward Principle 
needs. not the quickning of Legal Peaalties,' bug 

——— 2 moves 


.07 f 
movesby me .+ tied ſe6rmi'e e6'Mh 
for- Motives 'thar were / my for lives ” 
Catrel! Men would mote freely pay for their 
fhare in the Pubfick _— and redeem it out of 
ſore Chatbeadle Vanity. ' Religion Wald cit off 
Mirders, Hivafions wy Riphe, "ahd Kt iſoxders ac 
ch Rot;" and Terve no V NOR for” the Law ; and 
his, by taking away Fovy, 'ublawful Defires, and 
fofthing 1 the'Oenius of Men: yer makes chem nor 
f fits ſ6friav' t&/ firink from her Stations id 4 Juft 
| War when their Coirhtry' requires their Service. 
That's 'the ef: of Vitc dnd Luxury, Thefe will 
tiake' Mech preat Soulfiers tn Peace, to diſtinguiſh 
chemfelecs now and then in a fir of drinken Va- 
tour,” bur dire Hor fee ati Enemy (her; and 
whit others þ wiv their Blood'##d4Reſt' for their 
Comtty, thete ye inplorious ar Home! Gjflolved 
atid bitired by a cortupt Life. It's fot waht of 
a'due ferfe of Refion among Men, that's Co- 
verninene, notwithſtafiding the Caution of Qaths 
and Teſts, ' fearce Knows! A own. | 
- I know that accidentally ' the rrue Religion 
brought s fword wpon earth, Mat. 10,34 3  Pretences 
46 have Harrkt "Med Tito [mmoralities ; and 
Tat falſe Religions /have very" Cauiſtically” Ucter- 
ited ther Lawfl "But Ter this' be Taid to the 
| Viges; and Paſſions; and Prepoffefſions of Men, 

_ which where Religion could not reform;ir irtirated. 
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Some from the ett ive of daloilke Wor 
with Deſolation, and elit Ri anehe | 
difti s Fool, that ſays in bis beart; there is 

no G pron; Lurretins, Tantuni Reltigio poruit, Bee. 
Geninly met would think ic-hard ro de-deale 
with in their ow Reprations as they! deab owieh = 
that Wiſtdew whith' is fon above; pate, peareablt, 
Famer 3. 17. to Parthr of Strife or Rein: tes Nif= | 
ſtakes and Pretences mdeed midy be ifo, bur'ir felf 
15 ng br firred to the (Woah of Hurhane'86- 


1195310] IG ' 4 JLLC1] 1303} T PIC WH 
2: / wit" piohwre Gaiters 4:40 165 't0' @ N athon. 
Ambition eat propound nothing -higher chant 


command che Creation, and this hollows From che 


Friendſhip'of CO— 'In'Calantities ite ii © 
bertine ont be” 'Gbd60, -ro''tnewd 

the Nate of 'the World) Now: whether 'wE/ roam 

apply the promiſes '6f the Old Teſtament or 16, 
it's \certin this tht endonta of' 
things 44/010 ach Nttiige' Fiddndor the 
Gottlintfi bas' the" brgſe of whe dife: wary "Ws 
well as of *#hat which 410 80m, viTwm' 4.9, ant 
F ever ic be flllfilled a any Je-xvill be'eo 


Bodics, to) Nations! Were dierenos more' in 
Bar rhe't hols things that : pncke'® 
apzicift GL alt-rhe Sh | 


fay of it. When a"People have - he 
fo long, that they are aſhamed of it, apd 


'untd them in all 2c, that they are w 
F hints :aercifal vicidieudes of yan oa 
and all preſently forgotten like ſome antediluvian 
Hiſtory 31 when Blaſphemy has corrupted the Lan- 
Suage of.a Natibn; ahd; bold, Exceſles, and:Fornj- 
cation:;its Morals; the caſe of ſuch a People is not 
o.be conſidered at.a common rate. Had they been 
Placed in ſonie dark part of the World _ mighr 
with more ſafety have worſhipt the Pagods, and 
fallen down to the Rifcng Sen. 

Now in ſuch publick Danger how uſeful would 
ere Religion be in the hearts and Jives of Men ? 
One Property is, that-ic is full of Prayers, gets in- 
to: the Gap, and;,will not. ſufter Deſtrudion to - 
break in. Wick all thoſe Cries of ;Sodom, Gen. 18; 
had there been. but Ten Righteous 'Men to have 
mingled their /Prayers, they had -out-done them, 
Were then a Nation Religious, what a Security 
would; this amount; to? What an! Harmony of 
publick Deſires, what oy Cries ?' They do much 
now. with-. all.'the noiſe of . Blaſphemy.;.\but were 
this. the breathing of all our Souls,* what a ſweet- 
ſmelling avour| would ic be? We ſhould with leſs 
Expence-txead down; our Encmies,z,and it it be a 
greater:Bleſling to/ have.none, we ſhould, have that 
$90; far when © man's ways pleoſe the Lorg, be ma- 
kerb. even bis Enemies to by at pare with him, Prow. 
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The reſult of all is, raph cheriſh our Reliv | 
gion-as our Palſadinm. What Balzk| could aior do» 
by Balaam's Inchantments he com paſſed by::his) | 
Counſels, To lay 4 flumbling-block' before the Chul- 
dren of Iſrael, to eat things offered to Idols, and com-! 
mit Fornication, Rev. 2. 14: We have eidhr the, 
ſame Obligation to the debauched-parr of the;Na»: - 
| rio 3- nay, tho they talk high fot-che Government 
| * and Church, and give the Enemies of 'them to the: - 
Devil, they do fo too by their own - Souls and 
| Blood every-day. : This helps not us, Hoe ditbacus' 


velit. . ( Let them reform their Lives; | and we-ſhall 

be glad: of their /Prayers, otherwiſe” Tet therh not 

name ns ft looks like'a deſperate Cauſe where 

they- have any Intereſt, Let them take: our Re- 

ligion alcogether, 'or/ go ſeek:;one t@ which their 

Lives wil-be no: ſcandal, but is:as) bad: as: them 

ſelves. :« They depriv e:us|of! or :Reck aur S 

our Salvation; and 7 inſtead of him they :will 

us Let them :not'miſtake/us; SIS Achz 

inthe caſe of: Daniit)cHaneiwe yay Goal Mad 

mh booth. vt 10H 4011600 bns 51532, dike 

-oSirs;/ it" is-our -hardiBhe, ba athens, con New 
av tion to: deliver: out: of 1the hands;of theſe Men: as 


well as out mot: ſ Iffr-be 
ſible; \Teri:us yowk ek Bla po 
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But: befide: a \ Perſonal Reſfotmation, ſome have 
Families to'bring in to the Commoa Service, (ome 
other. Char _- And to Addrels. with all Reſpe& 
 toyou, The Horiourable and Warſhipfnl the Magi- 
| flrates, | you” are Miniſters /of | God: tas; . We: are 
nor forgertu] |how-: greatly: you merited of \ Us) in 
| times when it was not. very: (afe:.to dare tobe 
Engliſbmev: By you qe. do;) not laok, back | with! 
ſorrow npor the Rdinoof a/Nation, ind.cty, F'ui- 
 _mue Tru. Only, npedaede cat 2m we | 
' that your worthy. Conduct has raiſed our expetar 
> tions to: fee:che! Lanes paint common: wicktduefs 
1H better [/execured);; and - that? you have) not. ſaved 
adi paint Our OOPRC areer _ 
w as Ganbic lO cho wighbdne(50 | 
: [Stand 'up- then for» the Honguriof God, 
b: —_ ap anarks  tai/you. his Authority, :a14d bis 
br ' Nadie, Pb 84662Len-kibe Vice. brat-is) ſelfriout 
+ with Stare and Quality, nor the flaods of ungodly 
& - met. make yourafvaid. /Wo find thartbe-naked Pro- 
poſition yg m/e not ida,nandi' muſt; beg 
you ears wry, -xop Mer FX 


our yy ei for all our deareſt Iriterefts, and boy 
our afflicted Brethren, the Remnant of Foſeph.. 
Thirdly, 1 thall conſider 'a' Modern” Preji 

againſt Religion. That goad is to be lov ad 

evil hated, ſcarce any will deny 3 but che pers. wu 

plexity is, thar wbat ſome Teachers of Religion 

call good, others call evil : ſo 'that' ſome People 

_ it reaſonable to be of none ar all till they 

re_apreed ; which is fo far 'from being to be"ex6 

| petted, that rhe ſame Teachers are not alway at 

| agreement 'wirh themſelyes,” but- what they call 

- good at one time, they call evil -another; ' 'Tia 

dal co ſomic that a' fort of Do&rmes taughe 6. 

earneſtly a few years ago, are ſcarce 'now to”: be © 

heard of, excepr wich ſome temperam&nes 'and 

ſofroings ; *tis'a ſcandal to others that they were 

ever heard of ' The iniquity of .one Humour is 

unaccountable : The fame People are angry with 

| us for our ſcruples. about the preſent Settlement 

= and our compliancestoo ; our Repentance is'made 

our Crime; and if the Teachers of Religion 

their buſineſs no' betrer;, it” is no matter 

bi fofls 1 ſay t nothing is ung 
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bar that ic. is all Chear @ $ hb is the Modifh 
ord.),'and in vain, Men heat themſelves ſo a- 


bout: Fundamentals, for the time- will come when 
they | will take their turns too to be out of ſea- 
ſon. .. 
'This is the.crue- ſtate of the Objedtion, which 
I could not decline, however i may ſcem £o, come 
in here. And indeed if all did not go to the 
account of, Religion, we could be filent, ths we 
want not., what to ,fay. for ie Ws. We could ; in 
pars deny , the Fad. Men that never” "ropk. the 
Pee underſtand pur DoGrines, may brivg. ys 
, more, than we: tayght,;- and . becauſe . we 
+ t, agree with, their FA: thiock we do not 
agree with our, ſclycs. i; If we now; leaye the Na- 
ture of. the Government, tO, more jr! Te, 
in the main we teach the ſame Wy Ops to 1t. 
Tf this be done with leſs: heat, it 1s becauſe the 
occafion/ is ceaſed, ang, the Rebanghericy { the 
ne (eſpecially the Objet ors) find us ſufficient 
work, ., But . my Dctign, is nox to. Fi cate, our 
ſelves,; bur Religion;; which I. ſhall do UPON, a 
Suppoſition that yhat is contained in the Obrgine 
48. XrYe- ; 10 2180: 263 pf 7 
121188; W general 3..L ences in Relig 190 7) 
Y _gorilidered,, 2Are a Ca 1/3 war tio tot: ew x Orc- 
told them, There muſt be Herefies, 1 FAG It. 19. 
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this Rule drtigns, of © & -cauntad:4be 
£2od, Wneli.of * tp 29496909 
t 6 Common, Faich, 41 And 171153599 yhuol 
ths the Marcjonites leemed;tarbe a ſcandal to 
| ol yet God. accepted. the Confellions of | 
lome akthem (4)4,p0y beggule;/- 1) Baths Mar te 
they gavg A Velhmany ce Met: EP oro) ni-bed 4 
|. Cianiſm;| (but Chriſtianity»: , Tis: generally agreed 
among the'Contending, Fargies, |that there, /is/-0he 
God, ,that there-was.{uch a Perſon as Jeſus-Cheiſt; 
at che Hiſtories, of zhe,(New. Teftament.are.fot 
main trueq that, thess, will-be a; ReſhrteGionz 
Of gp x che Argamept upan them,. 36 we 
may in any, calc. pxeudges. jt is here 39 Gayparcel 
Religiop.,, . Fheſe;mpl;; ngeds be Trathd.of gee 
Vi a+ A arg preſervet!| among the heags © 
te, diffecent, Dilputes. - Had:we, 3 
inal le Pasticulars,. they would. have: bad! thi 
better o_ ta-make a Ploc,of it.  But-be\Difb © 
ferem Cory ea rr ban 

a F ifs: d@thad Serviee ad+'t 

Ha any; Sigh NES bew would onde 
racy baverbun wnrgmetiena Mend! ſan 

Gaents, again ery; Rena 
gu 4auly,yet. Allizeadya0-offer theme bresnfÞe 
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Sometimes we are all united in one Deſign” to 
cheat. the World : | Sometimes we-are fo 'ſcanda- 
louſly contentious, that the lafeſt way is to be- 
heve none of us. © So'like"are the Arguinencs' of 
Sin to it ſelf,” z. e. full of ContradiQions. 

13 2 Suppoling that the Teachers of | Religion 
had in ſome things altered their minds, this could 
only be an Argument againſt their Infallibility', 
which ' without" all this "trouble will be confelt, 
We pretend to no other ways of coming at Know- 
ledge than other Men, "the uſe of ' means, which 
God bleſſes/ in ſeveral meaſures. Every Soul has 
its' private veliſher, - a Natural ' kindneſs toward 
ſome” Reaſons and Opinions more than others, 
which perhaps ic brought' from ſome former ſtate ; 
ahd/in this we-are like the reſt 'of the World, till 
by -good' thinking we 'have recovered our ſelves. 
We have not an univerſal Genizs, and it's no won- 
det if whew we are out of our m__ - a 
mro ſome'ſinal} Errors. ' Befide' ſome thing 

dally relating to' / Government )' may w.4% chi 
in the 'Speculation, 'but deceive in PraQtice, and 

are of ſuch a Nature, chat'they admit of to Proof 
bat Experience. ' And as a Man is not | preſently 
# Knave for not fore-ſceing afl Conſequthcrdy/ 
 wheb-eryal hav ſhewed him.) che weakneſs of ' his 
" Reaſons, it is ſo far from Crime, that” woo 
hp. ought to forlake them. C But 


« 


ks 9 


| But-if the (Teachers of Religion be {© 
whar Security have thoſe that: are; taughe thats: 
ſhall rior be deceived? I Anſwer, 'Jox have 
end the Prophets, bear them. | You have the Go- 
ſpel. We deny you no mncans/that we have. You 
are not to\expe& new Oracles:from/us,. and if jn 
explaining the Old we corrupt them, you- have 
them' by ' you,” Bring ws to" thi Lawcand fo the Te- 
”z ws deidig wy che Judgmene/ of the A- 
poſiles of Chriſt. -Excepe you contribute by your 
own lazineſs, you-are ſecure from Capital Errocy;; 
and thoſe which 'yow cannot ayoitl by afing allipeſ- 
ſible care and helps / (of which -we are. but; ace 
part) ſhall never be Capital to-you; 

'But'if Men'ican do all: this themſelves , what 
need is mp Teachers? [& Aofwer, This: 
ceeds uponi a Notion: of Teaching, 
is noe only y Men down with Abthority, 


but leadin by Reaſon. [Tis true, every 
bt lain hem by but he ithat ſers/a maty 


cer | in a clear. hgbt:[to' him, dogs him a: feryioe. 
Call 10 men Mifter;ctake' Religion:; upoh,. oc man's 
Credit, but we may from his Arguments. A very 
underſtanding Min has:not always a good Reaſon 
_ yet can fee and/immediately embrace. ane 

wer True And- this/|is| the + true uſe of 
Teaching in' Religion, "to: help, not to - 


your Enquiries. "7 2 If 
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»|%, -1f wemmaſt:;needs i go: by, prejudices. there 
a6 enoagh:apainl; thafr-that wie. theſh loferences. 
2Midd rhem;-dnd:yoo will certainly; frd;othat. ci- 
-ther rhey art aclizy Frople- chat would fain, \throw 
al the rrouble of cheir Salvation; upon their Teach 
ers; -or- aiforwot- exxpty .rn9 my punters, that 
foriwant of Avgamenc: begin! vo be; angry, '-and 
throw dires;'orimbh! commonly: 4 itions lovſer Ge- 

#eration, alar-would tain get rid of, the reſiraints 
of Religion, and:therefore. catch at any;preſump- 
tions apuintÞ ic. 1:46 icrwere not abus, 'they; would 
ipylyahe' fame Rule 100 athor ehiogs 25) well:.as 
Religyon,”' There arc'as many diftcrences. in Law; 
almoſt every Cauſe ſoppolſes ohe 3/18 there rhere+ 
fore no trac 'fenſe of it ?- Will-:they, uſe 1no; Phy- 
folgnithit wav ever Hh an Ervor] or:confeſles him 
folf! Mortal'd: {Tknow: ob, mectHeretighke: in Mas 
thetmaricks, bur irwould tie! pity they ſhould ruin 
the Credit of Demonſtration [Ne will|they ſay 
thiss tho be oft the ſame: [nfevence ;j! which 14 
-eefttins flpn they comalvtheir;Luſts/2and; not: 

choif! Real) in! their Argumonts wpaink Reb 
gion, 4. mm! ad mon veamowrnud ,oihonl} 
1 VHemwever fince Argamentsworlt as-they delight, 
Garg aheinhr would hereof wegapk 
lv80 of Theitthandsbu/l witblour Diftcrenchs 
* > 0400 my AY __ 
W x W- 


alfowance' for "the varioas'iolinations wry 
How hapf y/art' ſore of -onr-M6dein Controvats = | 
riſts if" they can but #make* an- Opinion, hich- 
they cannot ſolidly refute,” look/like fone old He» * 
reſie, or fſhew how'Ath&ſRs may- make anadvat- 
| rage of it ?' This to0” often" proves,” oft 
Atheiſm!” 'We ſhould 'catefally avoidorheld Ei> | 
ceſſes and making our Differences wider; thian dhey 
are. - Add to this Ingemnity an Holy Life; and-we 
ſecure our common'Religion;* + Nor 'c49 Atheiſm 
find an Argument” to delude-wirh, afver vive have 
ſtripe 1 it of thoſe which ot Conteſts and Preney 


pith it with. 


I -bave been fo Lage aiper \this fin Head of 
Rl ion; ther F have teft my-' (elf biit licele-room 
| 6 peak of ' Civil Tuſtice. oy 7 hd i therefore wave 
common Arguments, '3 20d only'm mp /wayzo/n 

| ak #77 you: ths ics KA Natig- 
nal Inrereft.. Ou 'YCUA 
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are «ſe wy "The frming! rr pan o5 , 
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Bur whar if the, Magiſtrate, will: oor. [pea is 
as 'mute /as\ theLaw.?- Then the one wa Fd * 


a ſhadow of Power, the-jother for waſt Paper, & 


The' fame Author calls Keefon. the Univerſal and 
Eternal Law the Law of. the Gods ; were tt in effec 
the Law: of ' Men tob, a Nation might be, Happy 
with a leſſer body- of Statutes, and: irs Diſorders 
provided againſt by. the quicker Methods of Con- 
Ronint Quo judice nemo nocens abſolvitur, Juy Sar. 

-Bue-chis fits rather with. che Idea's of ſome 
att Commonwealth than, the true ſtare 
of the World. We are in f&ce ſecali, where 
it Men do not ſuffer, Juſtice ſometimes, they will 
do/none; This would. rame thoſe Men of Prey, 
rhe wicked in /Power, when there ſhould be found 
thoſe who world ' break their jaws, and pluck the 
ſpoil out of their 1eeth, Job 29. 17. | Thoſe that 
know no ſuch thing as Property, will rather al- 
low it than be Martyrs for their Opinion. The 
poor Man iſoweth id hope, becauſe he. knows that 
'thd his great Neighbour would enter upon his La- 
bours, there is a greater than: he, che _ Bur 


* comfort of how anus Eo: 


aiffiking L ques 6 . Lew «one rate; """_— 


when Innocency hath no defence bur it ſelf, che 
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that; that Que' T; wrpie Cerdoni,Voleſas Bextoſque' 
_ \cebus}, \Juy. Res and the Merit of Men's Atty | 
© ceſtors (hall ſave all their Race from' Juſtice; 


ET TIES. > EIET obo ; 


| a Man of Place and Workip whed: —_ 


'wonder if Treaſons, Rapines,| and an _ | 
all Villany diſſolve the Tm and all.. runs ds T 
into 461g TE: 
g 
2; It turns away God's Wrath from 2Nation. 
God is honoured by Order, and where that is dus 
ly obſerved. it looks like bis\Kingdom; : Helis dev 
ha hted ina Nation, whete" Laws are ; like Copies 
of his Will, and'Magiſtrates are as ambitious -t0 | 
reſemble TA 10 Righteouſneſs | as ' Power. [The 
loinsof the Poor, {hall ble(þ 1485 we. ſhall; make bh 
Friends of che. Prore&ed Orphans; aad-th oy 4 
by: our! Juſtice have &ſc jt ths. Ec 
tion; and.other ways of -eydiripg,: [hall xqry 
it/us in richi,and fruitful Prayers; Gog Dai een © 


with, Juſtice, thag 1n( the; very; nftant 9f; V 
avce-36-might make -hing drop his, =S| 


cura to the importunities of | his ſofter 
When }ſsacl yew york yon ye 
— of: Migiurr, 1 Bbinchas, going aligtlet an 
0h ogy ning» Tr Judgenepgs (yi d the'Rg - 
S209n% [ag bat 96-98 1 e111 "DON BIOU I F k 
made. in tho. Texvicagjhe ac Faſephe the 
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| viRorow on rh CF of ies their Gas, 
t-effublifhr Tudgnant "there, 1 be (core 
Is a Fort mba as party as a Robe and 
=eptlel Jeb'9g. 
| 19 You ſec now, Hononrable and Wor ſip ful, aud 
deeb s entruſted wah the Publick Juſtice, you fee 
how much the Common Safety lies'in'your' hands. 
Think your Native Country flies to your Compal- 
flons, y but Mother 11h Tears,)it's well-not in'Blood. 
Meri then/a"Ctown, the Honour not 'only Ser- 
©#3i'Civis but Civithtis, Dare to 'be Juſt; not 
frighted-at 'a mighty Malefictor ;  'fach make a'bet- 
ter Saerifice and a betrer Example. Like the Band 
of the Heroitk Phinebis, know'no Quality, other- 
kin the Zimtries will {ag at your Title of Gods, 
REG y wich the $91 you brar in vain, * Thoſe 
7 ws dre zealons,-they fear-nor the Day 
E warp and: hall th6ſ: bn whiote harids'our Peace 
 kentruſted, (feat to' be fingulatly 'good, and de- 
volve u etch other'the'Hondur 'of Beginning ? 
Þ R&joy Hah 10 YE Libertines, ye- uſſerters w 
520) li Jo eyinnmuncqen/t 201 of 
ba Bb coltelding Zeal we 'do/not- choourage 
alÞthe' Hears and Fits that Humane Minds are 4] 
pable of. * 'A' clar'Zeal | for' Juſtice catithardly be - 
extfied'roo high, but we muſt have @' chre we d6 
Hot miltake our Paſions fot it!” -Even! Zeal! fot 
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og our dtd +: weed ſhould. ay — 
other Corraptions ſa-auch below'your CbaraQlerd 
Perhaps i have _- :to0/ Squtre iy. when - 
-. of your e's. 0 2141 5 
4.1 wil only ff 
-weduie here upon qt Oaths, 
pon couch the Goſpe ls our bf which you ſhall | 
ne day be judged 5 you call a Juſt and 4 
hs. God for 4 Record upon Souls : what the 1 
ſenſe of allthis if you Falk, fie, buy thar” I 
your hands to your OWn Damnation ? As \ 


ic, OW #bar. ae pon" 


you-for 
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the. Publick Intereſts may receive no check from 
what 'ſhall: be tranſaded here. And let: us all 
unite in; ſuch an batred to Ewil, and love to Good, 
and fo do our parts in' our ſeveral Stations to the 
eftabliſhing of Fuſtice, that God may be glorified 
by us, and delighted in us, and as he has begun, 
may continue fo be  gratious' to the Remmant of o- 
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